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Abstract

The study describes the status of lac cultivation and its economic return in the Northern
region of Bangladesh. The number of families involved in lac growing activities decreased
with time. Lac, popularly known as shellac, in its refined flake form, is the resinous
substances secreted as a protective covering by a tiny lac insect, Laccifer lacca, which is
found as a parasite on a number of both wild and cultivated plants. It has outstanding
properties and exceptional versatility that is unusual to any synthetic resin due to its unique
combination of chemical, mechanical, thermal and electrical properties. Lac insects can be
cultured over a fairly wide range of the tropics and sub-tropics and on a large number of host
trees. About 70% lac of the world is produced in India and they capture the highest position in
the production and export of raw lac and lac products at the world market. Thailand is the
second largest lac exporter after India with about 35% of the world market. Revised has been
cultivated in about three hundred hectares of land annually in Bangladesh from which is able
to provide 180 tons of crude lac. Though statistics are quite unreliable, it has been reported
that currently national production of lacis around 700 tonnes per year while the demand is
estimated of about 15 times of that quantity. However, trade in resin continued to expand as
shellac began to find many new uses in the rapidly industrializing west - in making of varnish,
stiffening of hats, grinding wheels and for insulation in electrical industry. To conclude, it may
be pointed out that although exports of shellac and other lac based products contribute to our
exports in a meagre way, efforts through Research and Development should be made
vigorously and uninterruptedly to augment supply of value-added shellac and lac based
products. Competitiveness and cost effectiveness in the context of added thrust on
environment—friendly products and fierce competition in the liberal market economy are the
last words for sustainability. Efforts may also be undertaken to diversify the export base of
other lac products- apart from giving emphasis on shellac exports and suitable steps for
awareness of cultivators, collector and efficient marketing may also be taken for dewaxed
and decoloured lac and seedlac since a rising trend is noticeable in recent years in such lac
based products. With regard to access fo international markets, declared in Govt. policy,
should encourage the entrepreneurs and merchant exporters to participate in BSMs, trade
fairs, exhibitions in countries like U.S.A., Germany, Egypt, Italy, U.A.E. Spain and Indonesia
which are the prominent buyers of lac products.
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